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The National Railway Historical Society was 
founded in 1953 and incorporated as a non-
profit, educational organization in Maryland 

in 1937. The Society has two primary purposes: to 
support and provide education on the history of 
railroad transportation; and to preserve historical 
material and information pertaining to railroad 
transportation. Toward these ends, the Society 
conducts a variety of programs at both the National 
and local Chapter levels.

The Society has more than 19,000 members 
and over 170 Chapters. The Society publishes a 
bimonthly journal, The National Railway Bulletin, 
containing articles of historical, educational, and 
topical subjects of railroad interest. A subscription 
to this journal is included with all Regular and 
Associate Memberships.

Membership is open to all persons who are 
interested in railroads and their history. The major 
classes of membership are:

Regular (Chapter) Membership

Memberships affiliated with a local Chapter of the 
National Railway Historical Society, in addition to 
the National organization. National Membership 
is mandatory to qualify for Regular (Chapter) 
Membership.

Associate (Independent) Membership

Members of the National Railway Historical Society 
who do not wish to affiliate with a local NRHS 
Chapter. Persons under the age of eighteen years, 
applying for this class of membership only, must 
have the written approval for such application 
by a parent or legal guardian. While we strongly 
encourage you to join through the Chapter 
distributing this form, anyone interested in this 
class of membership should contact our National 
Headquarters, listed on the back side of the 
Application.

Family Membership

An optional Family Membership is available for a 
family member, either Regular or Associate, who 
resides in the same household as the member.
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The Southwest Florida Chapter’s meetings are 
held at 7 PM on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
(September to November, and January to April; 
1st Tuesday in June). A short business meeting is 
followed by a rail-related program presented by 
chapter members or guest speakers. In addition 
to its regular meetings, the Chapter has also 
sponsored trips to restored stations in the area 
(Punta Gorda, Naples), the Gold Coast Railroad 
Museum in Miami and the Sarasota Model Railroad 
Club. Meetings and trips are open to the public. 
For meeting information, contact John Bifano at 
239-772-1222.
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